
February 18, 2013 
Absurdity As Policy 

For too long, we have been a sleep walking nation, weary from the labors of war, 
grief, economic tyranny, betrayal, unable to fully rest, unable to dream.  Worse, 
afraid to dream because those dreams will be crushed by the machines of the 
powerful who suck the life blood out of us, turn us against one another, distract us 
with politics of bigotry, fear and ignorance.  

In this moaning slumber, this constant twilight, our eyes never quite open, many, 
many evil things have been done with our uninformed consent.  

Lands and resources have been stolen on such a scale that we have not even 
been allowed to guess.  The Department of the Interior, which controls access to 
all Federal Lands and Resources, had been, from the very beginning, a vehicle by 
which the powerfully connected few could obtain all the resources they wanted, 
for whatever they wanted with seldom any resistance from above, and all 
resistance from under their reign, was crushed, time and time again.  

The cost to the buyers? Hookers and blow.  Huge oil and timber leases, mining 
and more, went out the door for anything from the cost of a microwave, to a 
hooker, all the drugs  went to those whose job it was to oversee, protect our 
National Resources. 

The Cobell Ruling, gave a pinhole glimpse of the oil losses alone, in the Tribes of 
Montana and surrounding States.  It was Hundreds of Billions of Dollars that went, 
without any accounting, and ripped off all the tribes.  This had been going on 
since the beginning, but the fact finding would only allow a small window of time to 
be considered.  After all, crimes that have gone on for generations can’t all be 
blamed on the last criminal, can they?  

No one went to jail. No one lost their job. I hardly consider being forced to retire at 
a sweet government pension and full healthcare, ‘losing a job’.  

That was just oil and just in a few places.  The settlement was fractured down to a 
splinter of what it should have been, but hey, it came at a time when our economy 
was in free fall and we really couldn’t afford to pay off all those Indians.  We had 
banks to bail out, financial institutions to bail out and all those huge bonuses they 
were taking.  

I review this for you because it is this same Department of Interior that oversees 
the BIA.  The BIA is essentially a department of government that says to all who 
understand it: “We exist because Indians were so mistreated, so many treaties 
broken that if we were to live up to even ONE Treaty, the Indians would … would 
what?   
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We don’t have a Department of Jewish Affairs, Italian Affairs, Irish Affairs… why 
do we have the BIA? And why is it under the auspices of the agencies that is in 
charge of our resources?  Are Indians a ‘resource’? Are they ‘property’?  

Or is the BIA more of a Jailer of sorts?  Zookeepers on an open range?  Sort of. 
You see, they are in charge of the cattle, the buffalo and the Indians.  Permanent 
babysitters.  

 All the money that is supposed to to go Indians, first has to go through the DoI 
and they of course, take their cut for handing it over to the BIA and they of course, 
pay themselves, and then, they have absolute say over who gets how much and 
when.   

No one supervises the BIA Agents. No one. Rowdy Cavenaugh has submitted no 
reports, on anything. He has made seriously questionable land deals, sales which 
just so happen to benefit his family and friends--- at our expense. All of us.  Not 
just the Indians who are getting ripped off, but the Taxpayers who are losing who 
knows how much cash on each deal.  

Look how NLO Myra Pearson, on her last year as Chair of the Tribe, sold a 
worthless fragment of her land for over $100K.  She sold it (wait for it) to the Tribe!  

Simple Plan For Simple Minds 

The BIA has existed not to aid and assist the Tribes in getting funding, making 
programs work, but rather as the Bagman for a Godfather, making himself and his 
criminal family, mafia style, very wealthy, at the expense of the tribe and 
taxpayers.  The BIA police are the thug enforcers, not the protectors of the tribe. 
They have the authority and the guns.  

Those above Rowdy, for some reason, have no problem with him never filing 
reports of sex crimes, assaults, child rapes… no trouble at all. What is Yvette 
Rubidoux’s job Description? Sue Settles’?  

Collectively, they have all ignored the issues of corruption in Spirit Lake. Further, 
they have ignored the issue of Child Rape on a scale that is mind-boggling. Why?  

Why have they backed up and supported the criminals, retaliated against the 
whistle blowers and AS OF THIS WRITING, still not removed ONE child from the 
homes of the registered sex offenders?  There are more sex offenders and sexual 
offenses out there, especially against children.  

We are a nation of laws and we are taught to respect the laws and not take the 
law into our own hands. So reports are made, filed, made again, filed again, year 
after year, horrendous credible reports of child rape, over and over again… and all 
that paperwork is ignored.  
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The BIA is really proud of their Strike Team.  They should be. They are just as 
shiny and well-paid as the FBI--- and they do nothing to help the children.  They 
do nothing to stop the violence.  They do nothing and they get away with it.  

For some reason, those in government were able, for decades, to ignore any 
complaints or reports, admonishing anyone who stepped forward to ‘follow 
protocol’ and ‘file paperwork’.   

This Strike Team pretty much the joke out there.  The fact that R. Cavenaugh was 
clearly the bottle neck, the one who stopped anything from going any further than 
the boundaries of Spirit Lake, to them was all the more reason to give him ALL the 
authority over the very crimes they were supposed to be investigating.  

Keep in mind, they are not investigating his nor his family and friends’ criminal 
enterprises nor the land deals nor the missing funds from the clinic and the EMT 
program, nor the funds missing from HUD, none of that.   

They are not even looking at the fact that almost every cop in the BIA on Spirit 
Lake is a known Domestic Violence offender, rapist, abuser, drug user or worse. 
Some of them are either Child Molesters themselves, or they protect the known 
child rapists in their own families.  Gun, Badge, authority. Do what you will. 

Tunnel Vision 

No, the Strike Team are looking if you will, as if through the empty tube from a roll 
of paper towels, at one problem and one problem only, as if it is not connected to 
the rest of the criminal enterprises that thrive on the rez with complete immunity 
from any investigation.  No, they are only looking at the Tribal Social Services 
Department.  

They claim that tube is their ‘focus’ and it is really ‘focused’.  They don’t want to 
see anything that connects to the crimes or the criminals. Focus. That way, you 
can look at the isolated issue, ignore the connecting tissue that surrounds it, shrug 
your shoulders and say you are doing all you can. But you can’t really say you’ve 
done anything besides ‘focus’, right? 

The abuses and the incompetence for some reason, only got worse since they 
took over.  But, they proudly proclaim they are getting new ‘fingerprint technology’.  
Wow.  For what?  Children are being raped.(I know! Let’s get a fingerprint 
machine! First, let’s get the funding for the machine. Then for the training… what 
was that you were saying? Something about ‘children’?) 

Neither the FBI nor the BIA took any steps to rescue any of the children, ever.  
And when Desiree and Travis DuBois, Jr. were brutally tortured, raped, 
sodomized, mutilated and murdered, FBI Agent Trout did all he could to destroy 
evidence on the scene.  Why? Whom are they protecting? It’s not the children.  

USAG Timothy Purdon’s office has not tried one case of any registered sex 
offender having contact with a child. He doesn’t have to. He knows those kids are 
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living in dungeons. He knows they are living in horror. But ‘legally’ he doesn’t have 
to ‘know’ because… (drumroll) Rod Cavenaugh has never filed a single report for 
him to investigate.  

See? It’s actually a very simple plan.  It’s not really bright. Then again, it needn’t 
be, the corruption has been around for a very long time.  Go ahead, be obvious, 
no one is going to investigate—ever. At least, they haven’t investigated for over 
50 years. “We got a good thing going…” 

Revealing Involvement 

There is a very, very complicated web of criminal activity out there. It has been 
supported by the BIA. I would like to say, BIA incompetence, or apathy, or 
something else, but I can’t.  Because when the BIA received direct and credible 
reports of extreme abuse out on that rez, they moved very quickly to retaliate 
against those who reported it, and those who supported those claims.   

They would not do that unless they were, at levels outside the rez, very high up in 
our government, involved.  What they did was reveal that they were openly 
protecting the criminals, and essentially, that means they were protecting 
themselves. Therefore, they and the criminals are one the same.  There is no 
other reason.  None. System wide corruption on a grand scale that dwarfs 
anything we’ve seen so far.  

Now, this has been going on for decades.  It was easy because no one on the 
outside looked in.  Those on the inside knew to keep their mouth shut or they’d 
suffer. Those who found the courage to speak up had nowhere for their voices to 
be heard.  Corruption in Tribal Government, Corruption in Federal and State 
Government, Corruption at every level, gave them nowhere to turn.  

Some would speak up, but their voices were lost in the maze of bigotry, ignorance 
and the all powerful stereo typing of who and what Indian People are.   

Speaking up always meant a price would be paid by the one raising their voice.  

Politicians always had a neat and clean out by doing photo ops with the leaders of 
the tribes and thus appearing to the outside world as if they were there ‘for the 
people’. They were not.  Those were photo ops. And they never strayed from the 
clean rooms, banquets, and speeches to see what was really happening just the 
next block over.  They never looked to see how the programs that were supposed 
to be funded, were actually running.  Don’t rock the boat. Keep the donors, keep 
the votes. 

I think they were afraid to know.  There are powerful connections both in the tribe 
and in the connecting webwork of agencies and Directors, Donors and Lobbyists.  
Don’t rock the boat. Get elected, stay elected.  
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Above all, never ever ask questions you don’t want the answers to.  Once you get 
the answers, and you see that you have, directly and indirectly, been a part of the 
network of corruption and abuse, you will sicken yourself.   

Depending on how deep in you are, how much you owe, how much they have on 
you, you can find yourself awakening to the fact that the same Evil that rapes 
children, is telling you what to do, and threatening your sense of security one way 
or another.   

Powerless  

Appearing to have power, like a Clydesdale, all groomed and pretty to look at, 
applauded when you come on the scene, but you realize that you are heavy with 
reigns, harnesses and pulling someone else’s wagon, don’t you? 

That’s what Evil does. First it smiles, and it treats you well, opens doors for you, 
and then it makes you its bitch. 

I’ve watched this for decades. It works this way not just in Spirit Lake, but 
throughout the entire system where the Department of Interior answers to no one, 
and the BIA answers to no one, and billions of dollars in Federal lands, resources, 
programs slips through many fingers, unaudited, un taxed, unseen.    

And when it does, by some quirk, become revealed, no one goes to jail, pays 
anything back or loses their job.  

In those dark places, with that much money and power, Evil sucks the life out of 
our nation, one child, many children at a time.  Leaving all of us, on down the 
road, with more human wreckage, and we are broken but no wiser.  

If we cannot as a nation, protect our children from such huge open-market 
pedophile rings and Government sponsored theft of funds, who are we?  

Unquiet 

There is a worrisome stirring in those vast dark caverns. People are looking, 
asking questions, demanding answers.  Some are shining flashlights, piercing the 
apathy. 

Politicians want to put a stop to the noise that is now demanding they do 
something.  The claims of abuse cannot be so simply dismissed.  They cannot 
just go about their day, meetings, lobbyists, photo ops, strategy for the party… 
people are asking what they are doing about the children.  

They used to be able to dismiss all of this with a wave of their hand, eye rolls, or 
even a smirk.  But, not any more. 

Penn State changed all that. The powerful, the elite, the well-connected, well-
respected became Pariahs over-night when the outrage, not just at what was 
done to those little boys back then, but rather by how many knew and did nothing.  
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Now, here we are, peering into the darkness with our tiny flashlights, glimpsing 
monsters and demanding answers.  

You, my friends, all of you who have written, phoned, faxed, emailed and 
demanded answers from your senators, governor, representatives at all levels, 
YOU are forcing them to actually, despite their hesitation, turn on the lights and 
reveal what has been dwelling in those dark places, and the damage that has 
been and is being done.  

You have not subsided in your outrage over the abuse of children, the theft of 
babies, the Human Trafficking that goes on.  

You have been demanding that answers be found. Don’t stop now. You’re making 
a difference whether you know it or not.  

Going Deep Into The Belly of The Beast 

The Good People of Spirit Lake Nation, those who have risked so much I can’t 
even imagine, and who have been fighting to get the Truth out into the light and 
force the government to see what they have done, have, along with you and your 
persistence, moved this issue into a much bigger arena: Washington, DC. 

I am including an essay by Betty Jo Krenz, who, last week, was invited to speak 
before a Senate Committee about the issues surrounding Spirit Lake’s corrupt 
Social Services Program.  

In my book, she has courageously stood up and fought along side the people who 
are standing up and fighting for themselves and their community, and for the 
children.  

I say courageously because she didn’t have to. She could have walked away and 
had a nice sweet life. But, because she is a Human Being, she could not.   

I don’t know any Human Being who could hear the things and see the things that 
have gone on out there and not be driven to do something about it. Make a real 
difference.  

You all keep doing what you are doing. Don’t stop now.  

I sure hope Betty Jo Krenz can keep doing what she’s doing because there are 
some really amazing, courageous people in Spirit Lake Nation that have her as an 
ally.  

We all do. What she is doing is exactly what the government and their 
investigators should have been doing.  Don’t quit, any of you. Don’t quit. The Evil 
that has been spitting the tiny bones of the children at our feet and laughing at us, 
is now choking.   
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What I learned in Washington DC 

by Betty Jo Krenz 
 

 
I recently had the opportunity to travel to Washington DC and meet with North 
Dakota Law makers regarding the issues I have witnessed on Spirit Lake 
Nation.  First I would like to say hat’s off to these folks who choose to come here 
to do this work.  It is a nice place to visit for a few days but there is no way I 
could ever get used to so much concrete and traffic.  
 
I compiled a large amount of documents and personal statements from enrolled 
members of Spirit Lake and had the opportunity to go over my concerns with 
[the lawmakers].  
 
I was shocked of the lack of knowledge these folks had about the current issues.  
It is obvious that our senators have a lot on their plates but the only facts they 
were aware of [regarding the situation in Spirit Lake] was the information the 
BIA has given them for their updates.   
 
I DO NOT have any faith that these updates are a true picture of the horrible 
situation that really exists. Rod Cavanaugh was in charge of monitoring the 
program while the tribe ran it and it ended up a disaster.  Why would his 
reports of progress be noteworthy now?   
 
It has also been noted that Rod hindered information from being sent to 
Aberdeen so again why would he be upfront now?  
 
If anything giving him the entire program gives him more ability to hide the 
truth.  I showed of letters sent back in 2008 where problems were addressed 
and he [had] dismissed them.  
 
Tony Eberhardt and Elizabeth Frie from Senator Hoeven’s office were very 
engaged.  They asked a ton of questions, some of which I really assumed they 
already should have known the answer to, some that showed they did their 
homework and really read the statements from the enrolled members that have 
been given to them.   
 
Traccee Sutton from Senator Heitkamp’s office was a little more distant and 
didn’t ask many questions, she just retold me the same things that the BIA has 
reported publicly (which I do not have any faith in).   
 
It was very clear to me that NOBODY understands the separation of powers in 
Indian Country.  Everyone assumes or assumed the BIA is being transparent 
and forthcoming in their reporting.  I showed everyone the BIA report done in 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August 2011 (reported in November 2011) where the BIA made the statements 
that these concerns were not addressed in previous years.   
 
I also showed them and highlighted Mark LittleOwl and the tribal councils 
outright lies in the meeting in September with the strike team, they stated, “no 
children were in present danger and no children were in the homes of sex 
offenders”. I then proceeded to show them documentation of children living in 
the home of XXXXXXXXXXX home and also gave them his sex offender 
notification sheet with a statement from the mother of the children living there.   
 
I asked the direct question “ if I am able to see this why hasn’t anybody taken 
the time to check the homes of at LEAST the registered sex offenders homes?” 
Nobody had an answer.  
 
Tony Ebehardt asked me the question “ who determines what crimes are 
investigated on the reservation?” This is a question I really thought our 
countries law making folks should know the answer to.  I informed him not only 
is that the million dollar question I would also like to know, how many charges 
have been filed and by who in the last two years regarding sexual abuse of a 
child on the reservation.   
 
My information shows that there were 54 substantiated reports of child sexual 
abuse on the spirit lake reservation in 2010, how many have been charged out.  
According to the SORNA website “zero”.   
 
We went over many personal statements and cases I have been very concerned 
about. I tried really hard to make these guys understand that this may be a 
complex situation because of the jurisdictional issues but it is simple on the 
humane side of it. These kids need help NOW, this has been going on a long time 
and there is not time to hash out silly political ideals.  I understand that there 
will have to be laws changed or simply clarified but while that is happening 
somebody needs to save these kids NOW!  
 
We discussed the importance of hearing the issues from the people that live 
there.  Not behind closed doors with guards so the meeting is one sided.  But 
instead, an open forum held at a time that is well known throughout the 
community, at a time where working people can attend.   
 
I also showed documents that tell of enrolled members who are afraid to come 
forward with their complaints thinking if they do the tribal government will 
retaliate against them.   
 
Friday afternoon upon parting I was informed that Senator Hoeven hopes to 
have a senate hearing on the matters at Spirit Lake Nation.  I believe we need 
to encourage this because if there are really that many grey areas regarding 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the charging out of serious crimes on the reservation all parties involved should 
want this clarified.   

Don’t Quit. We are all related. We are all connected. This is ours to do.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 


